Dear Friend,

I hope this letter finds you doing
well. I suppose that you are aware of
the battle now raging for the future

of this nation. With godlessness
abounding on all sides, it is now more
imperative than ever that those of us
who walk with Christ take a public
stand for truth and righteousness.

I realize there will be a personal cost;
however, think of the cost to so many
if we fail to stand in this critical time.
The yet-to-be-born, the vulnerable in
our grade schools and high schools,
and our college students will all suffer
the consequences of any continuing
inaction on our part.

I understand that not everyone

is in a position to make a public
stand. However, you can pray for
those of us who can and will do so in
the days ahead. Pray that our voices
will be heard and will carry spiritual
weight. Pray for conviction to touch the
ears and conscience of all who hear.
Pray that the Lord will give courage
to those of us who are called to stand
in the face of all that will oppose us.
Pray for a deep and lasting spiritual
awakening in America once more and
perhaps one last time.

Lastly, please pray for Times Square
Church. I believe that the Lord has raised
this testimony in the heart of Times
Square for such a time as this. Pray for
us, as none of us can do this alone.

“When they heard this, they raised
their voices together in prayer to

God.” (Acts 4:24, ASV)

Yours, in Christ,
Pastor Carter Conlon
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PRAY WHILE YOU STILL CAN

by Carter Conlon

If T walked by your house in the
middle of the night and saw it on
fire, yet I did nothing to warn you
or try to save you, | would not
really be a good neighbor. In the
same way, if I did not care about
you, I would not write this message.
But because I do care, and I want
to see the face of every one of
you at the throne of God one

day, I will, as the Apostle Paul
said, “not refrain from preaching
to you the whole counsel of God”

(see Acts 20:27).

You might be
wondering why you
have been feeling so

heavy lately. Perhaps
God is trying to speak
something to you
that you have been
resistant to receive.

Sometimes it is hard to hear

truth because, apart from the
Spirit of God, we are in some
measure or another at war with
God. We want God to accept our
behaviors, our lifestyles, our ways
of viewing eternity. | believe we
will soon see this on an incredible
scale in society. Mind-boggling
lawlessness is breaking out in

the world today and it is only
going to get worse. Therefore,

it is imperative, as followers of

Christ, that we walk in truth,
agreeing with the Word of God.

King David said in Psalm 32:
“Blessed is he whose transgression
is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
Blessed is the man to whom the
Lord does not impute iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no
deceit” (Psalm 32:1-2). Some

of you might be wondering why
you have been feeling so heavy
lately. It could be because the
hand of God is on you, and He is
trying to speak something to your
heart that you have been resistant
to receive.

We see in these verses that

we are blessed when we do not
try to hide our failed condition
from God, when we are willing

to say as King David did, “Search
my heart and know me. Try me,
and see if there is any wicked

way in me, and lead me in the
path of life everlasting” (see
Psalm 139:23-24). If we search
ourselves, we will always come
out smelling like a rose. We will
always justify that which God does
not justify; we will call something
that is deficient “whole” and
eventually, something that is

evil “good.”

B WHO WILL NOT INHERIT
THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Paul warned, “Do not be
deceived. Do you not understand
that the unrighteous will not
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inherit the kingdom of God?”

(see 1 Corinthians 6:9-10).

He was addressing believers

in Christ who were having a

hard time letting go of former
practices and truly entering into
this new life that had been offered
them through Christ. When Paul
said, “Do not be deceived,” he
meant, “Do not let anybody teach
you otherwise; do not let your own
heart convince you that there is no
longer any penalty for sin.”

Let’s look at some examples Paul
gave of “the unrighteous” who will
not inherit the kingdom of God.
When he said, “neither fornicators,”
he meant people who engage in
sexual intercourse outside the
bonds of marriage between one

man and one woman. You can try

to push it away and say, “Well, God
knows that I'm not married and He
understands I have physical needs.”
But Paul says, “Don’t be deceived.
Fornicators do not inherit the

kingdom of God.”

Do not let your own
heart convince you that
there is no longer any

penally for sin.

He continued, “nor idolaters”
—people who have other gods,
or worship something other than
Jesus Christ; “nor adulterers”
—people who have affairs outside
of marriage. It starts with a little
flirtation in the office, and the
next thing they know, they are
in a motel somewhere. “Nor
homosexuals, nor sodomites”
—both lesbians and gays.

Of course, we are talking about
people who willfully continue in
these practices, not those who
may be predisposed to having

a certain attraction to somebody
of the same sex. However, even
if that is the case, God will give
them the power over that sin.
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It does not have the right to
dominate their life anymore.
The list continues: “nor thieves,
nor covetous, nor drunkards,

nor revilers”—people who live
throughout the day just cursing
everybody unlike themselves;
“nor extortioners”—people who
use others for their own advantage.
According to the Word of God,
none of these people will inherit

the kingdom of God.

Remember, you
cannot play games
with a holy God.
FEuvery time you do,
another layer of
hardness comes
into your heart.

In the Book of Galatians, Paul
said, “Do not be deceived. Whatever
you sow, you are going to reap.

If you sow to the flesh, you will
reap destruction. If you sow to

the Spirit, you will reap life”

(see Galatians 6:7-8). If you

try to bring that which God

says is not acceptable into His
kingdom, you will reap corruption.
Call it what you will, it makes no
difference. If God says it is wrong,
you cannot make it right.

B WASHED BY THE WORD
However, there is hope! Paul
continued, “And such were some

of you. But you were washed”

(1 Corinthians 6:11). In other words,
“It is not the water of this world that
has formed your thinking; it is the
water of God—His holy Word.”

Yes, you may be struggling, but

at least your thinking is right,

and you know what direction

you are supposed to be going.

You have come to this pure water,
saying, “God, this is right, and
everything inside of me that is
unlike it is wrong.” And so you are
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washed and sanctified—set apart by
God—and justified by the Spirit of
God. In other words, you are given
the power to go on a new pathway.

As Paul once said, “I am not there
yet. I am not perfected yet, but I am
leaving behind what needs to be left
behind and moving toward my high
calling of God in Christ Jesus”

(see Philippians 3:12). In other
words, “I am not going to make
excuses for this any longer. [ am
not going to just call it another
‘oops’ and say, ‘Well, Lord, thank
You for forgiving me.””

Remember, you cannot play games
with a holy God. Every time you
do, another layer of hardness comes
into your heart, and eventually you
no longer can be brought under
conviction. The Bible says there
comes a point when you are given
over to a darkened mind. You can
go to church and sing praises to
God, believing somehow that this
is acceptable, until you get to His
throne one day and realize that is
not the case. You allowed your own
heart to deceive you.

I am not suggesting that you have to
be perfect, but you must be moving
in the direction of truth. It does not
mean you will never struggle with
sin, but it is losing its hold and its
right to dictate your direction and
dominate your thinking.

B THE GOODNESS OF

GOD LEADS TO REPENTANCE
Returning to Psalm 32: “When [ kept
silent, my bones grew old through my
groaning all the day long, for day
and night Your hand was heavy upon
me; my vitality was turned into the
drought of summer” (32:3—4). The
scripture tells us that the goodness
of God leads us to repentance. God
is saying, “Lest you become content
in a wrong way of thinking, I am
going to put My hand on you and
take away your strength. Day and
night, I will not let you go.” Perhaps



that is why some of you cannot
sleep. You see, in His mercy, God
petitions a heart that is not set apart
for Him. He woos it; He draws it.
As you are going down the street,
He whispers about certain attitudes
and thoughts and behaviors. God
will not let you go until you are
finally in agreement with Him.

That is the goodness of God!

There is a
season where victory
can be won—a season

where newness of
life can become
your portion.

And if you think you cannot be
forgiven, the Word of God proves
you wrong. David, the great psalmist
of Israel, had committed adultery
with a man’s wife and subsequently
arranged for the man’s murder. On
top of that, he was a liar, and then
he tried to bring this whole thing
into the kingdom of God. Yet God
put His heavy hand upon David
until he repented. Because of his
repentance and return to the Lord,
David was able to write in Psalm
32: “I acknowledged my sin to You,
and my iniquity I have not hidden. I
said, ‘I will confess my transgressions
to the Lord,” and You forgave the
iniquity of my sin” (verse 5).

He continued, “For this cause,
everyone who is godly shall pray

to You in a time when You may be
found” (Psalm 32:6). There may
come a time when you will no
longer be able to pray. It is really
hard to pray in the time of panic.
We saw that on 9/11 here in New
York City. There is a season when
God can be found. There is a season
where victory can be won—a season
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where newness of life can become
your portion.

H SONGS OF DELIVERANCE

Those who repent while they still
can will be able to declare as David
did: “You are my hiding place; You
shall preserve me from trouble; You
shall surround me with songs of
deliverance” (Psalm 32:7). In other
words, “You will give me light in
the midst of darkness, clarity in the
midst of this baptism of confusion.
You will keep me from trouble.”

The psalm then continues with
God speaking in first person.

“I will instruct you and teach

you in the way you should go;

T will guide you with My eye.

Do not be like the horse or like

the mule, which have no
understanding, which must be
harnessed with bit and bridle, else
they will not come near you. Many
sorrows shall be to the wicked; but
he who trusts in the Lord, mercy
shall surround him. Be glad in

the Lord and rejoice, you righteous;
and shout for joy, all you upright in
heart!”” (Psalm 32:8-11). The end

result of walking with a clean heart

is an inner joy that this world knows

nothing about. God will put within

you a song that cannot be written by
a human hand. You will have a shout

in your heart that cannot be taken
away by affliction or by threat or by
any darkness in society!

If you can hear His
voice today; do not
harden your heart.

Get right with God.

However, that means you and

I must make the choice to walk
in truth now; we must be quick
to put away anything that offends

God. We cannot simply say,
“Tomorrow I will deal with this.”
We do not know if we have a
tomorrow. We do not know what
the future holds. All T can tell
you is that if you can hear His
voice today, do not harden your
heart. Get right with God. You
know what that means; you know
what you need to do. Start at

the beginning.

As you deal with whatever God

has His finger on and begin to
move in the direction He wants you
to go, He promises to surround you,
protect you, and guide you. By His
grace, you will always be changing
from image to image, glory to glory,
day by day. Your life will be a
witness for God, and you will bring
Him glory everywhere you go!

Carter Conlon
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of Times Square Church, where
he has been on the pastoral
staff since 1994.
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Times Square Church was
founded in 1987 by Pastor

SUMMER CONSTRUCTION IN FULL SWING David Wilkerson, author of

“The Cross and the Switchblade.”
It is an interdenominational

We recently celebrated our 25th Conference typically held in June. Our church located in the heart
anniversary as the Bible school of heart, however, is to have our facilities of New York City.

Times Square Church, which is a in the best shape they can be for the

significant and remarkable milestone! incoming classes of 2020 and 2021.

Tel:
On the flip side, although we may 212-541-6300
feel better than ever, our campus
buildings also turned 25 this year,
and their years of service have begun
to show. Siding, window replacements,
electrical, HVAC—the list goes on!
Each of our dorm spaces, lounges,
administrative buildings and Church Location:
classrooms need upgrades and TLC. s il 237 West 51st St.
And so, the ambitious endeavor of Between Broadway & 8th Ave.
upgrading our campus begins. As the old saying goes, “Buildings
don’t upgrade themselves!” Ok, fine,
that may not be an old saying, but we
could certainly use your continued
financial help as we improve our
campus over the coming school year.

Fax:
212-541-6415

Mailing Address:

Times Square Church
1657 Broadway, 4th Floor
New York, NY 10019

As always, whether you are able to
give to our maintenance project or not,
we covet your prayers for the students
who will be joining us in just a few

e-mail:
info@tsc.nyc

short weeks. Our prayer, as it is with WEEKLY SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
The hardest part of starting our every class, is that each student who Sunday 10AM | 1PM | 3PM | 6PM
summer construction project was comes to Summit will leave with a .
having to postpone some of our closer relationship with Jesus than Tuesday, ZRMI| WorldidelFrayerMesting
favorite annual events, like the Times when they came. We are believing Friday 7PM | The Gate
Square Church Pastors and Leaders for great things this year! 2nd & 4th Fridays (ages 18-29)

Live Webcast:

All our Sunday and Tuesday
services can be watched live
and replayed for seven days
on our website.
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