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I have two questions for you: How did you wake up 
today? How will you wake up tomorrow? 

The Bible tells of a time when the people of God woke 
up in the morning and discovered that “the enemy that 
was against them had come by night with a great army 
and surrounded the city” (see 2 Kings 6:14). Have you 
ever experienced that? You wake up and find yourself 
surrounded—by your struggles, your trials, perhaps  
an illness in your body. You may even feel as though 
you are being taunted by the voices of the enemy all 
around you. 

In this particular scenario, a servant of the prophet 
Elisha got up early and found the army surrounding 
them. “His servant said to him, ‘Alas, my master! What 
shall we do?’ So he answered, ‘Do not fear, for those who 
are with us are more than those who are with them.’ And 
Elisha prayed, and said, ‘Lord, I pray, open his eyes that 
he may see.’ Then the Lord opened the eyes of the young 
man, and he saw. And behold, the mountain was full of 
horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha”  
(2 Kings 6:15—17).

Here we see two types of men waking up at the same 
time. Now both are followers of God. Elisha is called 
into a specific ministry, and so is his servant. If you 
were to ask the servant, “Are you a follower of Jehovah 
God?” he would answer, “Absolutely. I am Elisha’s 
servant. If he goes somewhere, I go with him. I am 
pursuing the same God he is.”

The problem is that although this servant was a follower 
of God, he had little to no spiritual vision. There are 
a lot of people like that in the Church of Jesus Christ. 
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Dear Friends, 
 
I need your help today! It’s time to get the word out. To everybody. 
To anybody. To everyone you know. To anyone they know.
 
The Lord has called a prayer meeting. I’m serious. October 
6, 2020, 7–9 PM ET, from Lot #1, America in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, the site where the Pilgrims who survived  
the winter of 1620 gathered to pray and where the  
spiritual life of this nation began.
 
Exhausted, without strength or strategy, the Pilgrims prayed.  
They believed they were being led supernaturally to a place where 
all people could worship God according to His Word and according 
to their conscience. God answered—America was born!
 
Now, 400 years later, God is asking us to return to that very  
place and do two things. First, ask forgiveness for what we  
have done with the freedom He gave us and confess the sins  
of the nation. Second, ask for one more moment of mercy  
for our people and our country. 
 
I am asking people to gather in whatever places and forms  
they choose, to pray with us. So much now hangs in the  
balance. It is literally a do-or-die moment for our future. 
It’s time to pray. 
 
To learn more and to sign up to pray with us,  
go to itstimetopray.org. 
 
Pastor Carter Conlon
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They are followers of God, they go to 
church, they go where the servants 
of God go. They do the things they 
are asked to do, yet they have little 
or no spiritual vision. When the 
enemy comes in, just as in this 
case, their very first response is, 
“What shall we do?” God is not 
even in the equation. In other words, 
“Something has to be done, and it 
has to be done by us.”

The New Testament calls this type 
of man a natural man. Yes, he has 
come to salvation through faith in 
the shed blood of Jesus Christ. Yet, 
just like Elisha’s servant, he sees 
with his natural eye and pushes 
forward with his natural strength 
and reasoning. He remains outside 
of where the power and the wonder 
of God are.

I don’t want to live there. I never 
wanted to live there. Right from 
the beginning, I said, “God, I see 
something in Your Word. You operate 
in a kingdom that cannot be seen  
with the natural eye and sometimes 
cannot be comprehended with the 
natural mind. It cannot be attained 
with natural ability. You invite us  
into this kingdom by faith in the 
finished work of Christ on the cross. 
You give us Your Holy Spirit to take 
the victory You won and show us  
what we have inherited.”

This is important because we are 
in a battle now for the very soul of 
our nation. We are in a battle for the 
testimony of God in our generation, 
and we are not going to be able 
to reason our way through this. It 
requires a supernatural victory that 
can only come by the hand of God.

The book of First Corinthians says  
it this way: “Now we have received,  
not the spirit of the world, but the  
Spirit who is from God, that we might 
know the things that have been freely 
given to us by God…But the natural 
man does not receive the things of  
the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him; nor can he know 
them, because they are spiritually 
discerned” (1 Corinthians 2:12, 14). 
In other words, the man who lives by 
his own strength and reasoning cannot 
know the things of the kingdom of 
God. He will always live in a realm  
of “What shall we do? What can we 
do?” It will always be that reasoning.
 

n BECOMING AS  
LITTLE CHILDREN
The book of John gives us another 
picture of how the kingdom of God 
works. “Jesus lifted up His eyes,  
and seeing a great multitude coming 
toward Him, He said to Philip, ‘Where 
shall we buy bread, that these may 
eat?’ But this He said to test him,  
for He Himself knew what He  
would do” (John 6:5–6).  

Jesus saw a great multitude—a great 
need that He knew could not be 
met through human resource. And 
so He tested a man who had been 
walking with Him for a season. Now 
Philip should have known better. 
The disciples knew Jesus could do 
miracles. Yet immediately, Philip 
resorted to his natural understanding 
and said, “Two hundred denarii worth 
of bread is not sufficient for them, that 
every one of them may have a little” 
(John 6:7). When you do not have 
the strength to meet the need that is 
before you, have you ever considered 
that God might be testing you to see if 

you are willing to look away from your 
own resources? Are you willing to 
look away from your own ideas about 
how to achieve your desired end? 

“Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said 
to Him, ‘There is a lad here who has 
five barley loaves and two small fish, 
but what are they among so many?’ 
Then Jesus said, ‘Make the people 
sit down.’ Now there was much grass 
in the place. So the men sat down, 
in number about five thousand. And 
Jesus took the loaves, and when He 
had given thanks He distributed 
them to the disciples, and the 
disciples to those sitting down; and 
likewise of the fish, as much as they 
wanted” (John 6:8–11). You see, the 
kingdom of God operates through 
faith. Jesus knew what he was going 
to do, and He knew who His partner 
was going to be in doing it. A little 
boy with five loaves and two small 
fish pressed through the crowd and 
presented his lunch to one of the 
disciples. I can imagine him saying, 
“This should do it. Between me and 
Jesus, we can feed this crowd!” 

I have grandchildren, and that is 
the way they are. They do not see 
impossibility. They do not get up in 
the morning and look at the size of 
the problem. If Papa tells them, “It’s 
all going to be okay,” then in their 
minds, it’s all going to be okay. They 
do not have to figure it out. If I tell 
them we are going to get ice cream 
today at five o’clock, they know  
they are going to get from where 
they are to the ice cream shop  
even though they cannot drive  
a car. They do not have to know  
how it’s going to happen, they  
just need to know that Papa told 
them it is going to be done.

When you do not 
have the strength to 
meet the need that  
is before you, have 
you ever considered 
that God might be 
testing you to see  
if you are willing  

to look away  
from your own 
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whole kingdom and 
power he had been 

unaware of.
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Jesus Himself said, “Assuredly, I 
say to you, unless you are converted 
and become as little children, you 
will by no means enter the kingdom 
of heaven” (Matthew 18:3). Now, He 
is not talking about salvation. He is 
talking about entering into a place of 
God’s power and wonderment—this 
kingdom that starts with just a small 
seed but grows into something that 
can provide for multitudes. Unless 
you become converted and become as 
little children, you will wake up in the 
morning just like Elisha’s servant. It 
does not mean that heaven is not your 
home. It means that while you live on 
the earth, you will live outside of this 
place of the miraculous. You will be 
part of that crowd that gets up in the 
morning and says, “Alas, master,  
what shall we do?”

n THREE SIMPLE PRAYERS
Now Elisha’s response to his servant’s 
question was quite simple. He said, 
“Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he 
may see” (2 Kings 6:17). The Lord 
opened the eyes of the young man, 
and he saw the mountain full of horses 
and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 
His eyes were suddenly open to a 
whole kingdom and power he had 
been unaware of.

Then he saw Elisha pray two more 
simple prayers. The first: “Strike them 
with blindness” (see 2 Kings 6:18). 
In other words, do not let the enemy 
achieve their desired end of trying to 

captivate Your testimony. You and I 
should pray this again in our generation 
as darkness attempts to take away the 
testimony of Christ, redefining good as 
evil and evil as good. 

Elisha then said to this foreign  
army, “Come, follow me,” and he led 
them right into the midst of Samaria  
(2 Kings 6:19). A whole army was 
taken captive by a praying man! 
Then Elisha prayed one more prayer: 
“Lord, open the eyes of these men, 
that they may see” (6:20). In other 
words, open the eyes of our enemies 
and give them spiritual sight to  
see that there is a kingdom bigger 
than theirs. 

When the king of Israel asked, 
“Shall I smite them?” Elisha replied, 
“You shall not kill them. Would 
you kill those whom you have taken 
captive with your sword and your 
bow? Set food and water before them, 
that they may eat and drink and go 
to their master” (2 Kings 6:22). In 
other words, “Show them that there 
is a God much greater than anything 
they have ever understood.” And so 
he had them sit down at the table 
for a great feast. Then he sent them 
home, and the Scripture says they 
never came back again. Nobody 
wanted to fight that kind of battle!

n SPIRITUAL EYES
Think about how Elisha’s servant 
got up in the morning and, in the 
space of just a few short hours, saw 
something that he had never seen 
before. How do you think he woke 
up the next morning? “God, show me 
those chariots again. Show me the 
soldiers of heaven again. Help me to 
pray like Elisha. Help me never to 
trust what I see with my natural eyes 
or think with my natural mind. Help 
me never to lean on what I can come 
up with in my natural strength. You 

have shown me Your power, so do 
not let me settle for less!”

Perhaps you woke up this morning 
like Elisha’s servant and essentially 
said, “Alas, master, what shall we do?” 
Maybe you got up and spoke to your 
spouse or to your mom or dad and 
said, “What are we going to do? We 
have to do something.” Your whole life 
has been stuck in this narrow corridor 
of human effort and human reasoning.

My prayer is that God will open the 
eyes of His people one more time. 
We have lived in the natural for too 
long. We have strategized ourselves 
into spiritual impotence. Now we find 
ourselves surrounded by enemies 
who are hellbent on stamping out the 
testimony of Christ in this generation. 
We must have our spiritual eyes open. 
We must have that faith of a child 
that says, “God is much bigger than 
me. God has a great plan. God is my 
Father. God can be trusted. God’s 
ways are not my ways.” 

I am praying that tomorrow you will 
wake up and instead of asking “What 
shall we do?” you will say, “God is 
with me.” Your circumstances may not 
have changed, but you will have light 
in your eyes and joy in your heart. 
You be able to confidently say, “I do 
not have to understand everything. 
My enemies can bark over the wall all 
they want, but God has promised to 
keep me. God has sealed me in His 
hand, and no one can take me out of 
that hand. God has promised that He 
is going to bring me to a desired end!” 

Carter Conlon
©2020 Times Square Church
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We must have our 
spiritual eyes open. 
We must have that 
faith of a child that 
says, “God is much 
bigger than me. God 
has a great plan.”
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To learn more about Summit, visit summitpa.org      Join the conversation

PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
WELCOMING STUDENTS BACK FOR FALL 
We are excited to welcome our students 
back to campus! Like many schools 
around the nation, we have faced complex 
decisions while planning a school year 
through the lens of a global pandemic. 
Our response has been to pull together, 
keep our doors open, and provide 
in-person learning for the majority of 
the 2020–2021 year. This has required 
persistence, flexibility, and creativity 
on the part of our staff to provide a safe, 
secure, and meaningful semester. 

Our family atmosphere continues strong 
while campus life has been adapted to 
accommodate safety guidelines. Social 
distancing, face coverings, plexiglass 
guards and frequent cleaning are the 
new norm. Our academic calendar 
has adjusted slightly so that after 
Thanksgiving break students will 
transition to online learning for  
the last two and a half weeks of  
the fall semester. 

Summit is a unique Bible school 
operating within a year like no other. 
Our uniqueness is book-ended by two 
principles; the first is our unplugged 

environment and the second is our 
emphasis on students developing a 
devotional life while studying the Bible. 
Many students and alumni say their 
time at Summit was transformative. I 
believe this year will be no different.

The Scriptures state in Proverbs 22:3 
that “a prudent person foresees danger 
and takes precautions.” This is a word 
in season to us. There is another 
verse, found in Proverbs 28:1 that 
says “the righteous are as bold as a 
lions.” Combined, these two verses 
describe our mandate of pressing on as 
we make both practical and spiritual 
preparations for this season.

We look forward to seeing new students 
arrive, seniors return, and hope our 
supporters are encouraged. Summit 
is open and God-dependent as we 
embrace this unique year. Support us 
and join us in prayer as we continue 
forward for the glory of God and the 
souls of men and women.

Dr. Teresa Conlon
President of Summit 
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TIMES SQUARE CHURCH
Times Square Church was  
founded in 1987 by Pastor  
David Wilkerson, author of  
“The Cross and the Switchblade.” 
It is an interdenominational  
church located in the heart  
of New York City. 

Tel: 
212-541-6300

Fax: 
212-541-6415
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237 West 51st St.
Between Broadway & 8th Ave.
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Times Square Church
1657 Broadway, 4th Floor
New York, NY 10019
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CHURCH ONLINE 

Sunday	 10 AM | 1 PM | 4 PM | 7 PM 

Tuesday	 7 PM  
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