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“A great multitude of all nations and kindreds and peoples and languages” (Rev. 7:9).

Dear Friend,
Dear friend,
I have had many amazing
experiences throughout my life as
I have walked with Christ. Some
stand out more than others and
I relate one of those here.
Several years ago, I had the privilege
of speaking to a group of soldiers,
many of whom had recently fought
in an ethnic war. They weren’t
believers in Jesus as the Messiah
and Son of God. As a matter of fact,
most would have been hostile to
this thought. However, as the love
of God was carefully unveiled, the
Holy Spirit came. Then came the
tears. Soldiers in their thirties, many
of whom had never heard of a God
who loved them, were wiping tears
from their faces. Later that night,
twenty-six people stepped out
and openly gave their hearts
and lives to Jesus Christ.
This reminds me of the story in this
newsletter. Saul of Tarsus was the
last person on earth most believed
would respond to the call of God. Yet
he did!! All it took was the presence
of God and one person willing to
take the risk of telling him. That’s
where you come in! So many now
are in need of your voice and your
testimony. Read this letter carefully.
After you do, pray as Ananias did and
get ready for an unexpected journey!
With you on the journey,
Pastor Carter Conlon

tsc.nyc

God Has Chosen You
Carter Conlon
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or you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise
according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble,
are called. But God has chosen the foolish things of the
world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the
weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are
mighty; and base things of the world and the things which are
despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring
to nothing the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His
presence” (1 Corinthians 1:26–29).
The point that the apostle Paul is making here is that God is the
one who has done the choosing. Just as He has chosen to reveal
Himself to others throughout history, God has chosen to reveal Himself
to you. You see, there is going to be a last-day awakening before Jesus
Christ comes for His Church. He is going to raise many people up in
this last hour of time, and their lives are going to become a testimony
of His glory. Let’s take a look at an example of this in the book of Acts.
“Then a certain Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having
a good testimony with all the Jews who dwelt there, came to me; and
he stood and said to me, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight.’ And at that
same hour I looked up at him. Then he said, ‘The God of our fathers
has chosen you that you should know His will, and see the Just One,
and hear the voice of His mouth. For you will be His witness to all men
of what you have seen and heard’” (Acts 22:12–15). This is the apostle
Paul sharing his own testimony.

THEIR LIVES ARE GOING TO
BECOME A TESTIMONY OF HIS GLORY.
If you and I were in charge of the kingdom of God and we were
looking for somebody to be a witness, probably the last person we
would select would be Paul! Before he was the apostle Paul, he was
a man called Saul—an angry man who stood against the Word and
ways of God. He was so enraged at a certain people group that
claimed to know God in a different way from what he did that he
began to resist them vehemently. In fact, he was willing to hurt them
in attempts to cause them to turn from their testimony. Yet, while on
his journey to bring more people into captivity, suddenly a light from

heaven shone round about him, and he encountered
the presence of God.
Paul recounted the incident: “I fell to the ground and
heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting Me?’ So I answered, ‘Who are You, Lord?’
And He said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom
you are persecuting’” (Acts 22:7–8).
A lot of people today have been resisting God. It may
not necessarily be that they hate God or His people
the way Saul did, but rather they just have a deep
sense of unworthiness. They hate themselves and
simply do not believe that God could ever use them.
When they look in the mirror, they see a failure. They
have embraced a view of themselves that God does
not share. However, the Lord sees each of us as the
person we will be when we have a living encounter
with Him—when we allow Him, by the power of His
Holy Spirit, to begin to change our life.

PEOPLE THAT YOU LEAST
EXPECT ARE SUDDENLY
GOING TO SEE THINGS THAT
THE RELIGIOUS CANNOT SEE.
Have you ever considered that humans are the only
creatures in all of creation that have the capability
of resisting God? The geese do not resist Him; they
fly south in the winter. The birds do not resist Him;
they sing their songs in the morning. The clouds do
not resist Him; they go wherever they are directed to
go. Even darkness could not resist Him, for when He
spoke, light had to come. The only thing ever created
by the hand of God that has the power to resist Him
is you and me! But when we stop resisting God and
begin calling out to Him, suddenly darkness gives way
to light; purposelessness gives way to a divine calling
that God has for each of our lives.

Praying for the Least Expected
Let’s return to the passage in Acts where we saw
Ananias praying, and God instructed him to go and
lay hands on Saul. Ananias replied, “Lord, I have heard
from many about this man, how much harm he has
done to Your saints in Jerusalem. And here he has

authority from the chief priests to bind all who call
on Your name.’ But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for
he is a chosen vessel of Mine’” (Acts 9:13-15).
Can you imagine being in a time of prayer like that?
You are praying and suddenly the Lord says, “I want
you to go to this violent man and lay your hands on
him because I have chosen him for a divine purpose.”
Talk about having to step out in faith!
I believe God is calling us as His Church in this last
hour to do what Ananias did—to step out of our
places of prayer and believe that one more time God
is going to choose the nothings, the nobodies, the
vile, the violent—all the people that nobody else
wants. The Lord says, “I want you to go and pray
for them because I have chosen them to glorify My
name in this last hour. I am going to raise them out
of death, open their prison doors, and give sight to
their blind eyes. They are going to become my endtime army of witnesses to show the world who I am
and what I can do!”
“And Ananias went his way and entered the house;
and laying his hands on him he said, ‘Brother Saul,
the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as
you came, has sent me that you may receive your
sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’ Immediately
there fell from his eyes something like scales and
he received his sight at once; and he arose and was
baptized” (Acts 9:17–18). In other words, “Let me
put my hands on you. When I do, you are going
to see the purpose for your life, and you will be
filled with the Spirit of God.”
This is what the end-time spiritual awakening is
going to look like. People that you least expect are
suddenly going to see things that the religious cannot
see. They are going to see God’s plan, His power,
and the reason He has chosen them!

Chosen to Know God’s Will
“Then he said, ‘The God of our fathers has chosen
you’” (Acts 22:14). Imagine how hard it must have
been for Saul to believe this at that moment. “This
God that I have fought against—whose people I
have hurt—has chosen me?”
This is what I believe God is going to do in this last
generation. It will not be by any might or power that
we possess. Instead, the presence of God is going to
come one more time to a people who least expect it.

The apostle Paul considered himself the greatest of
all sinners. He truly understood that he was chosen
and stood only by the mercy of God!
Ananias continued, “...that you should know His will”
(Acts 22:14). When the Spirit of God comes upon
you, you will know His will. It will be engraved deeply
within your heart. The Bible promises that you will
hear an inner voice that says, “This is the way, walk
in it” (Isaiah 30:21). You will begin to see the giftings
that God has for you—abilities that will come into your
life to do things that you cannot do right now. You
will be able to speak words that you do not have the
power to speak without the presence of God; you will
possess humility and courage you do not naturally
have. You will have all that you need to do the work
God has called you to do.

You Will be His Witness
Ananias said, “You should know His will, and
see the Just One, and hear the voice of His mouth”
(Acts 22:14). Just as Saul did, when you yield your life
to God’s will, you will begin to hear His voice. And he
continued, “For you will be His witness to all men of
what you have seen and heard” (22:15). Your life will
be so touched by God that you will serve as a witness
of His mercy and power!

WHEN YOU YIELD
YOUR LIFE TO GOD’S
WILL, YOU WILL BEGIN
TO HEAR HIS VOICE.
Then Ananias asked Saul, “Now why are you waiting?”
(Acts 22:16). This is my question to you today. Why
are you waiting? What is your hesitation? God has
chosen you and wants to use your life for His glory.
“Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins,
calling on the name of the Lord” (22:16).
It really is that simple. Arise! Stand up in your heart, stand
up in your mind. Whichever way you can, arise and call
out to God! God is about to raise up a Church in this last
hour—people who may be the least likely candidates—
confused and angry, addicted and in distress. God is
willing to meet anyone who is willing to meet Him.

The Bible says that as you behold the victory of
Christ, you will be continuously changed by the
indwelling power of the Holy Spirit, and you will
become a witness to others of what God has done for
you. You see, that is the whole story of my life—telling
others that God will do for them what He did for me.
I had my struggles and problems; I had things that
were spoken over my life that had me in captivity.
I had a lot of fear in my heart as well. But I heard
about who God was and what He was willing to do,
and I made the choice to arise. I simply decided,
“God, if this is true, I am going to go with You.”
As you make the choice to arise and believe that
God has chosen you, I encourage you to do one
more thing as well: Start telling the good news to
everybody you know who needs Jesus Christ as Lord
and Savior. Invite the struggling, the addicted, and the
depressed to come in and pray with you. You do not
need a degree; you do not need to have it all together
to do this. Simply bring whoever you can into your
home—people you know from the streets—and say,
“I want to tell you something. God has chosen you,
and He is going to use your life for His glory!” And as
you gather in prayer, in the simplicity of faith, start
calling out to the Holy Spirit. Just lay hands on one
another and pray that you will all be filled with the
Spirit of God.
You see, this is where spiritual awakening starts.
It starts with just ordinary people coming together
and saying, “God, we need You,” and knowing deep
in your heart that you truly do need Him. You begin
to pray “Lord, give us everything that we are told is
ours because of the sacrifice of Christ on the cross.
Fill this room with Your Holy Spirit. Raise us up and
let our voices and our lives become a testimony
of the reality of who You are. Let us be part of Your
end-time army that will bring glory to Your name!”

Carter Conlon
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This newsletter is an edited version of “GOD HAS CHOSEN YOU”,
a sermon given on May 4, 2021. Other sermons are available by
visiting our website at tsc.nyc. You are welcome to make additional
copies of this sermon for free distribution to friends. However, for
all other forms of reproduction or electronic transmission existing
copyright laws apply. This sermon cannot be posted on any
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Church. Scripture taken from the New Kings James Version ©.
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Update from Our Bible School

Living for the Benefit of Others
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We are so excited for Student Arrival Day at Summit this Sunday,
August 29! Thank you for keeping us in your prayers as we look forward
to another great school year. We hit a few milestones this year already
including a record number of applicants to our sabbatical program!
It is truly an honor to influence this next generation for Christ and
we can’t wait to meet the newest Summit class this month.

Senior Pastor
Tim Dilena

In case you haven’t heard, Times Square Church is reopening
September 12th for in-person services!

Worldwide Prayer Meeting
Tuesday 7 PM

As we both gear up to open our doors, it feels like we are stepping
into an exciting new season at Summit and TSC! It has been such
a blessing to be able to continue worshipping together online during
the pandemic, but there is something about being together that is
hard to replicate. We are thrilled for our home church’s reopening,
and we encourage you to continue being part of the Sunday and
Tuesday services—online or in-person!
Thanks for your continued prayers, support, and encouragement!
We can’t wait to see what God has in store in this next chapter.

Church Online
Sunday 10 AM & On Demand

Church Location
237 West 51st Street
New York, NY 10019
(Between Broadway & 8th Ave.)
Mailing Address
Times Square Church
1657 Broadway, 4th Floor
New York, NY 10019
Tel: 212-541-6300
Email: info@tsc.nyc
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To learn more about Summit, visit summitpa.orgRev. 7:9

