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“A great multitude of all nations and kindreds and peoples and languages” (Rev. 7:9).

Dear Friend,

Today | want to give thanks for how
faithful Jesus has been to Times
Square Church. On October 4, 2021,
we finished our thirty-fourth year
as a congregation and entered

our thirty-fifth year. In all this time
there have been only three Senior
Pastors and we have all loved,
honored, and respected each other.
The transitions have been seamless
and (as some say) very rare in the
church world today. We believe

that according to Psalm 133, when
God’s people dwell together in unity,
a blessing of life from heaven is
released through them.

| am so thankful for Pastor Tim Dilena.
He is a man of deep courage and
conviction. He is God’s choice to
lead all of us into what | believe will
be the finest hour of soul gathering
in the history of this church. It is
truly amazing that he is the son of
Paul Dilena, the police officer who
gave David Wilkerson permission to
speak on that historic day when a
worldwide ministry was unleashed.
With these four words, “Let the man
speak, " the power of unity released
the healing and salvation of untold
millions throughout the world.

God has a plan. It's bigger than
any of us dare to imagine. All | can
say today is, “Thank You, Jesus,
for including me. I'm in! As our new
pastor leads, I'm going all the way!”

Come with us.

Pastor Carter Conlon

A New Song for a New Time

Carter Conlon

waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined to me, and heard
my cry. He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, out of the
miry clay” (Psalm 40:1). These are the words of David, the future
king, who had found himself in an inescapable dark place. Yet,
he went on to testify that the Lord “set my feet upon a rock, and
established my steps. He has put a new song in my mouth—praise to
our God; many will see it and fear, and will trust in the Lord” (40:2-3).

David was essentially saying, “God lifted me out of this place where
my hope was sinking. He brought me out and put my feet in such a
large, firm and wonderful place that it came with a song.” Now this
was not just an audible song, but a song of praise that is deeper than
words—a song that emanates from the whole being of somebody
who is fully given to the ways of God.

“Blessed is that man who makes the Lord his trust, and does not
respect the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies” (Psalm 40:4). There
are all kinds of voices around us and the proud put their objectives
and thoughts above the thoughts of God. But God can speak to those
who trust Him. He can lift such a man or woman out of a place of
uncertainty and bring them into a place of stability.

BUT GOD CAN SPEAK
TO THOSE WHO TRUST HIM.

The next verse gets even better as David says, “Many, O Lord my God,
are Your wonderful works which You have done; and Your thoughts
toward us cannot be recounted to You in order; if | would declare and
speak to them, they are more than can be numbered” (Psalm 40:5).
David is saying, “God, You are thinking things about each of your
children—about our future, about the plans You have for each one of
us.” Remember that the plans of God go beyond this world—all the way
into eternity! There is no end to the thoughts of God toward us and the
things we are going to do even in heaven in unison with Him.

Open to the Voice of God

David then goes on to say, “Sacrifice and offering You did not desire;
my ears You have opened” (Psalm 40:6). In other words, “You do not



want me doing perfunctory religious works. You do
not want me to simply perform the same old rituals,
as wonderful as any of those things may have been in
the past. Instead, You have opened my ears.”

“Then | said, ‘Behold, | come; in the scroll of the book
it is written of me” (Psalm 40:7). The psalmist was
saying, “You opened my ears. | heard something from
You, and | moved toward the sound of Your voice.”

YOU AND | CAN ALSO GET
STUCK WHEN WE THINK
GOD CANDO NOBETTERIN
THE FUTURE THAN HE HAS
DONE IN THE PAST.

“I delight to do Your will, O my God, and Your law is
within my heart” (Psalm 40:8). God took David out of
this place of confusion, fear, and difficulty by opening
his heart to the voice of the Lord. David did not try

to figure it out himself nor did he form a league with
the proud who resisted the ways of God. He did not
gravitate to lies about the past, the present, or the
future. Instead, he said, “God, speak to me. | want to
hear Your voice. Do not let me come to You just to
have my agenda verified. | want to follow You!”

Stuck When Things
Do Not Go as Planned

You and | are living in a similar situation today and
it is imperative that we hear and follow the voice of
God. The Lord is calling His people into something
incredible. He has a path of strength and stability
before each of us—a path that carries a brand-new
song with it—a song of confidence. This generation
surely needs to see that path and hear that song
again, as many are losing confidence.

In this psalm, David was speaking of being stuck at a
particular time in his spiritual journey. He described
this place as a pit. In other words, it was walled
before him, too high to climb. His feet felt as if they
were in quicksand, and he was sinking deeper and
deeper into despair.
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When you look at the difficulties facing society today, it
is obvious they are causing a lot of people to feel that
same way. Perhaps you have been feeling that way,
too. We get stuck when things do not go the way we
thought they would. We all have this tendency to form
a picture in our minds about what our life will look like
when we come to Christ. | am sure David did so when
Samuel walked into his house and poured a horn of oil
on his head. He was saying, in essence, “The Spirit of
the Lord anoints you to be the next king of Israel” (see
1 Samuel 16:13). The Spirit of God came upon David,
and he was able to go into a battle that even seasoned
soldiers could not fight. David defeated a fierce enemy,
and he must have thought, “It just does not get any
better than this!”

Yet suddenly everything took a negative turn and
David found himself being pursued by a king to whom
he was loyal. He ultimately ended up in a cave with
about 400 discontented, distressed, and indebted men
gravitating to him. Surrounded by an army that vastly
outnumbered him, in his mind he was probably stuck
because things just did not seem to be going right.

Stuck in the Past

You and | can also get stuck when we think God can
do no better in the future than He has done in the past.
For example, in 2004 | had the privilege of speaking

in Cardiff, Wales, and surrounding areas, and | visited
the church where the Welsh Revival started in 1904.
The Welsh Revival spread Pentecost throughout a
good part of the world and was responsible for a great
ingathering of souls into the kingdom of God and a
resurgence of fervor in the Christian Church. That
chapel is the site where a little group of people still
meet and pray. They mourn and grieve, and they wait
for God to do in that building what He did a hundred
years ago.

| think of all the people who have been a part of that
small group over the years and all that they have
missed in the meantime. As they mourned the loss
of a past experience, they probably missed the Billy
Graham years when the great evangelist preached
to more people than any other preacher of all time.
They missed seeing David Wilkerson start up Teen
Challenge, and multiplied millions of people coming to
Christ throughout the world. And they missed seeing
Nicky Cruz come to Christ and traveling the world,
preaching to more than thirty million people.



The point is, we can get so stuck in the past that
we lose sight of the future and the fact that God is
thinking things about us and the Church. He has a
plan that is so much bigger than our thoughts. He is
always on the movel!

Stuck When the Future Looks Fearful

We also get stuck when the future looks fearful.

The present, though it might be dry, is at least safer
than what we perceive lies before us. Think of the
children of Israel —taken out of captivity, led through
the wilderness, brought right to the border of the
Promised Land—yet being fearful. | am sure a lot of
them were thinking, “At least we are safe here. Maybe
it is a little dry, but the manna is still here. In the place
that God wants to lead us, there are giants that look
way bigger than us!” They failed to realize that fear is
one of the biggest giants of all, and so they chose to
live in a wilderness experience.

| TRULY BELIEVE

THE GREATEST DAYS
FOR THE CHURCH ARE
JUST AHEAD OF US.

In contrast, the Lord did something for David that
brought him to a new level of worship and produced
in him a confidence in God that transmitted to others.
As he said, “He took me out of the miry clay and out
of this horrible pit, out of this place where | was stuck.
He set my feet upon a rock, and He established my
steps.” In other words, “God did not call me out just to
have me stand in one place. No, He laid out a pathway
before me. He said, ‘This is where | am taking you.
This is what | want you to do. This is how My name is
going to be glorified!”

Remember, it was in David’s future to be king of Israel.
Not only that, but in his actual physical loins was the
DNA of the man Jesus Christ who would be born into
this world and would redeem mankind through his
lineage. My point is that the plan of God is so much
bigger than you and | can understand! The only way
we can ever begin to lay hold of it is if we allow God
to lift us and say, as David did, “My ears You have
opened, and You put in my heart a delight to do Your

will. Even when it looks fearful, even when | do not
understand, even when you are leading me into an
unfamiliar place, God, | delight to do Your will because
I know You are thinking something about me that |
have not considered!”

Open to the Voice of God

Let's look at verse five again: “Many, O Lord my God,
are Your wonderful works which You have done; and
Your thoughts toward us cannot be recounted to You
in order; if | would declare and speak of them, they
are more than can be numbered.” God is thinking
something about this moment in history, and it is time
that we ask Him to help us think these thoughts along
with Him. | truly believe the greatest days for the
Church are just ahead of us.

And so | ask you today: Are you going to stay stuck in
the past because the future looks fearful and at least
in the present you have a sense of security? Or are
you willing to do things God’s way—believing that He
is going to put a new song in you and cause you to be
part of this amazing end-time harvest?

Remember, you do not get this song by sitting in a
pit and sinking further into quicksand. You get it by
opening your heart to the voice of God. You get it by
coming before the Lord and saying, “God, wherever
that kind of song comes from, | want it! | am tired of
singing the song | am singing down in this pit. | am
tired of my song being dictated to me by what | hear
on the news or what proud people are speaking. |
want the song that comes only from You.”

Let God set before you the pathway He has intended
for your life!

Carter Conlon
©2021 Times Square Church

This newsletter is an edited version of “A New Song for a New Time”,
a sermon given on May 30, 2021. Other sermons are available
by visiting our website at tsc.nyc. You are welcome to make
additional copies of this sermon for free distribution to friends.
However, for all other forms of reproduction or electronic transmission
existing copyright laws apply. This sermon cannot be posted on any
website or webpage without permission from Times Square Church.
Scripture taken from the New Kings James Version©. Copyright ©1982
by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Scripture
taken from other versions are noted.
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Update from Our Bible School

Summit Alumni Are Making a Difference
Around The World

Pastor Carter Conlon once said, “It is a wise generation that invests in

light during a time of darkness.” Today, we want to say thank you for that
investment. As of this month, Times Square Church has directly supported
over 1,000 Summit graduates. We now have alumni on every continent in
the world! Support from TSC allows Summit to keep our tuition cost 50%

under actual cost. 40-50% of Summit students receive additional scholarship

funds from TSC, and many of those scholarships cover up to 90% or more of
a student’s total tuition. This incredibly generous support means Summit is
financially accessible to everyone regardless of income.

Because of your investment, Summit alumni are having an impact in over 50
nations around the globe. Here’s a sample of what a few of them are doing:

e Started a Bible school in India e Working to translate and

« Started a ministry in Alaska distribute Bibles in Mongolia

¢ Ministry to the poor in Papua ° Musicians/Worship Leadersin
New Guinea churches all over the US

* Part of a non-profit for refugees * Multiple singers, songwriters,
in the middle east teachers, artists

e Working in ministry in Israel * Social workers, mental health

* Started a Christian radio station counselors, police officers
in Burundi e Multiple alumni serving on the

e Church planting in Portland, Oregon

frontlines in healthcare during COVID
* Evangelist in Uganda  Pastors/church planters in places

Carter Conlon is General
Overseer of Times Square
Church, Inc. He joined the
pastoral staff as an associate
pastor in 1994 and was the
senior pastor from 2001 to 2020.

Times Square Church is an
interdenominational church
located in the heart of New York
City, founded in 1987 by Pastor
David Wilkerson, author of “The
Cross and the Switchblade.”

Senior Pastor
Tim Dilena

Church Online
Sunday 10 AM & On Demand

Worldwide Prayer Meeting
Tuesday 7 PM

Church Location

237 West 51st Street

New York, NY 10019

(Between Broadway & 8th Ave.)

Mailing Address

Times Square Church
1657 Broadway, 4th Floor
New York, NY 10019

Tel: 212-541-6300

* Working with the office of the

like Finland, Italy, across the US,

president in Burundi China, Africa, India, South America,
« Working in a rehabilitation clinic Central America, Canada, Russia,
in Colombia Ukraine, Australia

Email: info@tsc.nyc

God is so good! In addition to the work they are doing, several alumni are
starting and joining TSC connect groups, witnessing to their neighbors,
and starting prayer calls with each other for the nation. Thank you for your
generosity and continued support. Your investment is making a difference
all over the world!

To learn more about Summit, visit summitpa.org OXCJOXO, TIMES SQUARE m CHURCH




