Dear Friend,

Matthew 25:21 states, “His lord
said to him, ‘Well done, good and
Jaithful servant; you were faithful
over a few things, I will make you
ruler over many things. Enter into
the joy of your lord.”

It is indeed a wonderful thing to
take the deposit of divine life that
Christ has given us and allow it to
be used to see the desires of His
heart fulfilled through us in our
lifetime. As a matter of fact, it is
the hidden secret to lasting joy

in the Christian life! Seeing a
stranger’s tears as we pray for
them; observing the gratitude on
someone’s face when they realize
that someone cares; and, greatest
of all, leading someone into

the prayer of surrender to

eternal life—there’s nothing

in this world like it!

I urge you to let the Holy Spirit
lead you into the specific and
divine purpose that Jesus has
for you this coming year—2018.

If you plan to visit Times Square
Church this year, please let me
know. I'm at the door before the
service most Sunday nights. It
would be great to meet you.

Till we meet,

Pastor Carter Conlon
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LORD CALLING YOU?

by Carter Conlon

Where is the Lord calling you?
God has something specific for

you to do so He is definitely calling
you somewhere. It may not be for
the rest of your life—it might be
for just a short season.

As we look in the book of Acts,

we see the Apostle Paul with

some ideas in his heart as to where
he should go. “Now when they
had gone through Phrygia and

the region of Galatia, they were
Jforbidden by the Holy Spirit to
preach the word in Asia. After they
had come to Mysia, they tried to go
into Bithynia, but the Spirit did
not permit them” (Acts 16:6-7).

Good ideas are not

always “God ideas.”

It is important to note that good
ideas are not always “God ideas.”
Paul was a sincere disciple of
Christ who truly wanted to do
the work of God—but just as

it happened to him, it happens
to all of us. There are certain
places we want to go and certain
things we want to do, and we
automatically expect God to go
with us. However, sometimes the
pathways we choose for our lives
during a particular season may
not actually be the pathway of
God for us.

The passage continues, “So passing
by Mysia, they came down to Troas.

And a vision appeared to Paul in
the night. A man of Macedonia
stood and pleaded with him, saying,
‘Come over to Macedonia and help
us” (Acts 16:8-9). Macedonia was
in the western part of society at
that time and the people had not
yet heard the Gospel. Nevertheless,
suddenly a messenger of some

sort was pleading with Paul to
come help them.

“Now after he had seen the vision,
immediately we sought to go to
Macedonia, concluding that the
Lord had called us to preach the
gospel to them” (Acts 16:10). So,
as Paul and his company headed
off to Macedonia, they stopped
outside the city by the riverside.
They encountered a group of women
meeting for prayer and one lady in
particular, Lydia, engaged them in
conversation. She was a successful
merchant and a worshiper of God,
yet she did not understand the
way of salvation through Christ.
However, the Scripture tells

us, “The Lord opened her heart

to heed the things spoken by
Paul...She and her household

were baptized” (Acts 16:14-15).
Lydia subsequently invited Paul
and his company to come stay with
her, and her house became the first
house church in Macedonia!

B THE ROAD IS
NOT ALWAYS EASY

The church had been established.
People were hearing the Word of
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God and being baptized in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ. God was
clearly on the move! The passage
continues, “Now it happened, as

we went to prayer, that a certain
slave girl possessed with a spirit of
divination met us, who brought her
masters much profit by fortune-telling.
This girl followed Paul and us, and
cried out saying, ‘These men are the
servants of the Most High God, who
proclaim to us the way of salvation™
(Acts 16:16—17). When the devil
knows he is going down, he will

try to imitate a Christian. He will
pretend and try to get close to you by
saying, “Hey, I am with you in this.
You are doing a good work here,”
Nevertheless, you will sense that
something is amiss.

Sometimes obeying
the will of God will
actually get us
into trouble.

The slave girl followed them for many
days. “But Paul, greatly annoyed,
turned and said to the spirit, ‘I
command you in the name of Jesus
Christ to come out of her.” And he
came out that very hour. But when
her masters saw that their hope of
profit was gone, they seized Paul

and Silas and dragged them inio the
marketplace to the authorities. And
they brought them to the magisirates,
and said, ‘These men, being Jews,
exceedingly trouble our city; and they
teach customs which are not lawful
for us, being Romans, to receive or
observe.” Then the multitude rose

up together against them; and the
magistrates tore off their clothes and
commanded them to be beaten with
rods. And when they had laid many
stripes on them, they threw them into
prison, commanding the jailer to keep

them securely” (Acts 16:18-23).

This account serves as a reminder
that when we obey the will of God
we will not necessarily have an easy

time. There is no guarantee that
we will get a pass through trials
and tribulation and trouble. In fact,
sometimes obeying the will of God
will actually get us into trouble.

“Having received such a charge,

he put them into the inner prison

and fastened their feet in the stocks”
(Acts 16:24). At midnight, Paul

and Silas were praying and singing
hymns to God, and the prisoners
were listening to them. “Suddenly
there was a great earthquake, so

that the foundations of the prison
were shaken; and immediately all

the doors were opened and everyone’s
chains were loosed” (Acts 16:26). The
Bible tells us that the jailer ended
up completely transformed. He took
Paul and Silas and washed their
wounds. Then he and his family were
all baptized that night, and he even
brought the men into his house and
set food before them.

Remember, all of this started
with a man appearing to Paul
when he was praying at night,
saying, “Come and help us.”
Imagine what would have
happened if Paul had not
heeded that voice! What if Paul
had gone to Asia, instead, as he
had wanted to? What if he had
pushed against the Spirit of God,
concluding, “Well, Bithynia is a
good idea. I am just going to go
there”? There would have been
no house church in Lydia’s
home. There would have been
no deliverance for the girl who
was a captive of darkness being
used for somebody else’s gain.
And at midnight, no songs would
have been sung, and nobody’s
chains would have fallen off.
This incredible victory would
not have been won!

B THROUGH ONE

PERSON’S OBEDIENCE

I thank God that history is full of

examples of men and women who

heard the voice of God and moved
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in the direction He was leading—
even if it meant going to a place of
incredible hardship. Many years ago,
I was preaching up in the Canadian
Arctic to the Inuit people, where |
met a lady named Kay Gordon. Kay
was twenty-one years old, living in
Vancouver, Canada, when she heard
about a whole people group up in
the Arctic who had never heard the
Gospel. Nobody had ever gone there
because it was so cold, and very
few could survive.

What happens is
truly amazing when
you and I simply have
the courage to obey

the voice of God.

Kay felt the Lord urging her to go

to the Arctic with no preparation,

no language training—nothing.

She just packed up everything

and went. That first winter, she

lived in extreme hardship. It was
incredibly difficult for her physically
because she was not accustomed

to the cold and did not quite know
how to properly heat the small abode
where she was living. She almost
froze to death that first winter.

Now the Inuit people had never

seen a foreigner amongst them.

Kay preached about this strange

God called Jesus Christ, and they
were not interested because they
had their own styles of worship. Yet
when they saw her go through such
hardship for them, their hearts began
to open to the Gospel. They asked,
“Why have you endured this for us?”
Suddenly they began to listen,

and conversions to Christ started

to take place.

Kay ended up staying for more
than fifty years, and the Inuit
people loved and highly respected
her. By the time I was invited to

speak at a Bible school that had

been established there, pastors
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and leaders were being flown

in from all over the Arctic by

this lady who was now in her
seventies. The Gospel had

spread like wildfire through

the region—all because of the
obedience of one 21-year-old girl!

I wonder how many people the
Lord tried to speak to before Kay
answered. Those who refused to go
were perhaps more skilled, more
equipped with survival training,

or had a deeper knowledge of the
Bible—yet they simply were not
willing to obey the voice of God
and make the sacrifice to go to

a place of hardship.

B WHAT WOULD

YOU HAVE ME DO?

Imagine what would happen if you
and I, along with every believer in
Christ, simply said this one little
prayer: “Lord, what would You have
me do? Where do You want me to go?”

Who is calling out
for you? Who is asking
you to come?

Now, in Paul’s case, going to
Macedonia was only for one short
chapter in his lifetime of following
Christ. We do not know exactly how
long he was there, but during that
season of being in a place that had
never heard the Gospel, as well as
going through the hardship that he
had to endure, great good was done.
After Paul and Silas were released
from prison, “they went out of the
prison and entered the house of Lydia;
and when they had seen the brethren,
they encouraged them and departed”
(Acts 16:40).

It is just as the Bible says of those
who are walking with God: “As they

pass through the Valley of Baca, they
make it a spring” (Psalm 84:6). They
pass through the valley of weeping,
and they make it a place of blessing.
What happens is truly amazing when
you and I simply have the courage
to obey the voice of God.

And so the question remains:

Who is calling out for you? Who

is asking you to come? Is it the
person down the street from you
who is filled with despair but whose
lifestyle is out of your comfort zone?
Sure, you may find it difficult

to approach them, but as you
sincerely pray, you will begin to
feel the cry in that person’s heart.

The Bible does not tell us who
exactly in Macedonia was the one
crying out to Paul. Was it Lydia, who
was a successful businesswoman but
still did not understand the way to
salvation? Was it the captive slave
girl? Perhaps it was somebody in the
prison who had been crying out to
God, saying, “It is so hopeless here.
I don’t know what I am going to do
with my life and my future. Am |
destined to live in this godforsaken
place for the rest of my days, or is
there a way out?” Was it the jailer,
who was sick and tired of the anger,
the darkness, the way he had to treat
the prisoners? Was he fearing for

his family? Was he lacking the
emotional resources to simply be
kind to his wife and children by

the time he went home every day?

We do not know who it was, but
somebody was desperately crying out
for help. Thankfully, God found one
man who would be open when the
Spirit of God was resisting his own
direction and would go to where God
was sending him. That is where the
power of God is always found. God
does not go with us and validate our
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plans. The way it works is, “Not
my will, but Thine be done.”

I implore you to have the courage
today to say, “Lord, what would
You have me do? Where do You
want me to go? I do not want to
simply live for my will. Let Your
will be done in my life!” You will
be amazed at the hearts that will
be set free, the people who will
come to the house of God, the
great good that will be done! It

is time that each of us become

an evangelist—led by the Spirit

of God, trusting His power, laying
hands on the sick, casting out devils,
believing that the Kingdom of God
has come—and then watching God
do the miraculous!

Carter Conlon
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Times Square Church was

A NEW CHURCH IN UGANDA David Wilkerson,. actior of

Meet Peter Namawa “The Cross and the Switchblade.”
It is an interdenominational

by Treg McCoy church located in the heart
of New York City.

In 2013, a family from California whose an area of great need with more than

son attended Summit, visited Uganda 500 people but no church. Working

and met a young man named Peter with the locals, the team built a simple Tel:

Namawa, who traveled the countryside structure of wooden poles and grass. A 212-541-6300

evangelizing and church planting. church was planted, and a young pastor

They felt led to sponsor Peter to attend was designated to lead the new church.

Summit, where he graduated in 2016. Fax:

After graduation, Peter spent a year Through that one outreach: 212-541-6415

as an intern at Times Square Church e 475 people gave their life to Christ,

where he was also ordained. including a young man who had killed

Church Location:
237 West 51st St.
Between Broadway & 8th Ave.

someone in a cattle raid the week prior.

* A young girl who had a disease that
made her gass blood instead of urine

was heale
e The team provided clothing and food Mailing Address:
for the community and those who Times Square Church

helped build the church. 1657 Broadway, 4th Floor

* Government leaders and politicians New York, NY 10019

asked for prayer and God’s blessings
over their community.

e-mail:
info@tscnyc.org

After completing his internship, Summit
alumnus Peter Namawa headed back to
his home country, Uganda, with a new

And this was just one outreach! Peter is
one of many Summit alumni whom God

perspective on ministry and God’s is using to impact lives for His glory. WEEKLY SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
5 . Thank you for praying for the students at
calling on his life. In 2017, Peter led a Y praying ‘o . Sunday 10AM | 1PM | 3PM | 6PM
: Summit now whom God is preparing to .
team on a 7-day outreach to Karamoja, live for the benefit of others Tuesday 7PM | Prayer Service
to do evangelism, school outreaches, ’ Friday 7:30PM | The Gate
and health awareness. They identified 2nd & 4th Fridays (ages 18-29)

» )
Peter Namawa is among some of the finest Christ-centered young people | have ever met. He is now an ey e VeIns (e lTE SERAIEE

ordained minister with TSC, and | am excited to visit him in Kenya this coming March. Peter embodies
the zeal of the first-century believers as they established churches and bore much fruit for the
Kingdom of God. Thank God for what He is doing in the lives of Summit alumni!

Live Webcast:

All our Sunday and Tuesday
services can be watched live
and replayed for seven days
on our website.

Please consider donating to our Bible School. You will be investing in the lives of students, like
Peter, who are making a difference for Christ all over the world. To donate, go to Summitpa.org
and click on “Support Summit” to donate a one-time or monthly recurring gift. Or you can
write “Summit” on the memo line of your check and mail it in the envelope included

with the newsletter.

design: hybridstudios.com

If you know someone who would benefit from two years at Summit, share this newsletter
with them today! — Pastor Carter Conlon
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