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“Now it happened, when David and 
his men came to Ziklag, on the third 
day, that the Amalekites had invaded 
the South and Ziklag, attacked 
Ziklag and burned it with fire, and 
had taken captive the women and 
those who were there, from small to 
great; they did not kill anyone, but 
carried them away and went their 
way. So David and his men came 
to the city, and there it was, burned 
with fire; and their wives, their sons, 
and their daughters had been taken 
captive” (1 Samuel 30:1–3). 

What happens when men of God 
seek refuge in places where God 
clearly has not called them to go? 
In this case, it all began with faulty 
reasoning. Those who carried the 
anointing of God—signified by the 
anointing on David, the man who 
was called to be king—began to 
be pursued. This is a type of when 
society turns against the men of  
God, which is what we are seeing  
in our day.

David was called to rule and bring 
glory to the name of God, but 
eventually he grew tired of the 
constant battle and determined, 
“Now I shall perish someday by the 
hand of Saul. There is nothing better 
for me than that I should speedily 

escape to the land of the Philistines; 
and Saul will despair of me, to seek 
me anymore in any part of Israel.  
So I shall escape out of his hand”  
(1 Samuel 27:1). 

This is a picture of righteous men 
becoming tired of fighting—tired 
of trying to stand up and be godly, 
tired of constant opposition. And so 
the thought comes into the heart, 
“Well, I will just back away a little. 
I won’t be quite as radical or as 
vocal about the things I know are 
true, the anointing on my life, the 
place that God has promised to take 
me. I am just totally worn out.” 

I understand we all get tired.  
We have been in a battle since 
the day humankind declared war 
on God. Jesus warned all His 
followers that in this world we will 
have tribulation (see John 16:33). 
No doubt about it, as a man of 
God, you are going to be opposed. 
There is going to be a fight for 
what God has called you to do. 
Yet the worst decision that can 
be made is the one once made by 
King David and the six hundred 
men who followed him. They 
essentially concluded, “We are so 
tired of constantly being opposed. 
Let’s just back away and make 
peace with our enemies.” 

And so David and his men 
sought a false refuge. It is almost 
unthinkable that they ended up 
on the wrong side of the battle, 
aligned with the Philistines—those 
who were determined to destroy 
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You are going to  
be opposed. There is 
going to be a fight for 
what God has called 

you to do.

Dear Friend,

On our way home from summer 
vacation, Teresa and I stopped in 
Plymouth, Massachusetts, at the 
location where the first pilgrims to 
America landed almost 400 years  
ago. While there, we learned of  
the incredible sacrifices they made  
in order to find a new land where 
people could freely worship God.  
In the first year, 51 of the original 
104 who landed died of disease, cold  
and hardship. Yet they persevered 
and eventually handed down to us  
a nation that has undoubtedly been 
one of the most blessed of all time. 

We had the pleasure of joining in 
prayer with a lovely group of believers 
in a home built on the exact spot 
where the pilgrims built their first 
shelter, held the first Thanksgiving, 
and signed the first treaty with the 
Native American people who lived 
in the area. It was a humbling time 
of prayer. It caused me to wonder 
what level of hardship I am willing to 
endure so that others may continue 
to worship in freedom. This group of 
believers also gathers in this historic 
home to pray with us online every 
Tuesday evening during Times Square 
Church’s Worldwide Prayer Meeting! 
They pray with us for another great 
spiritual awakening in America. 

“These all died in faith, not having 
received the promises, but having seen 
them afar off were assured of them, 
embraced them and confessed that 
they were strangers and pilgrims on 
the earth” (Hebrews 11:13).

Yours, in Christ,
Pastor Carter Conlon



wheN FAThers Come home tsc.nyc

the testimony of God through  
His chosen people! It was all 
summarized back when the 
Philistine giant, Goliath, stood  
on that other side of the valley  
and taunted the Israelites,  
saying, “You will serve us!”  
(see 1 Samuel 17:8–10). 

What voice are we facing in this 
generation? “You will serve us, men 
of God. You will bend your knee to 
us. You cannot fight against us. We 
are too strong for you!” This world is 
in open warfare against Jesus Christ 
and, therefore, against men of God. 
The devil knows that as men, we 
are called to lead and protect. We 
are called as conquerors; we have 
power in our speech. We are called 
to defend our families; speak into 
the lives of our children; defend 
our communities; stand up for those 
who have no voice to speak for 
themselves. We are not called to 
cower or just read our Bibles in the 
bathroom where nobody can see us. 
We are called to study the Word of 
God and stand as a bold declaration 
of righteousness! 

n geT Up AND go home
After a season of being in the 
enemy’s camp, eventually things 
take a turn. “The princes of the 
Philistines said, ‘What are these 
Hebrews doing here?’ And Achish 
said to the princes of the Philistines, 
‘Is this not David, the servant of Saul 
king of Israel, who has been with me 
these days, or these years? And to 
this day I have found no fault in him 
since he defected to me’” (1 Samuel 

29:3). This is a prince of darkness 
talking about the man who was the 
Christ-type in the Old Testament! 
He was essentially saying, “We have 
not opposed him; we have offered 
him protection and peace. And all 
he had to do was defect from the 
side of God and join us.”

Then Achish called David and said 
to him, “Surely, as the Lord lives, you 
have been upright, and your going 
out and your coming in with me in 
the army is good in my sight. For to 
this day I have not found evil in you 
since the day of your coming to me. 
Nevertheless the lords do not favor 
you. Therefore return now, and go in 
peace, that you may not displease the 
lords of the Philistines” (1 Samuel 
29:6–7). The very same thing is 
happening in our generation and 
will continue to increase in the days 
ahead: God is causing this world 
to reject you as a believer in Jesus 
Christ—which is the best thing that 
could ever happen to the Church! 
Remember, you do not belong to 
the world. If you cannot figure it 
out for yourself, the Lord will use 
the people who live in darkness to 
tell you, “We do not want you here 
anymore. Go back home.” In other 
words, “If you believe in traditional 
marriage, if you believe in the 
sanctity of human life, there is no 
place for you with us anymore. If 
you hold to a biblical worldview,  
you are no longer welcome here!” 

As we saw in our opening scripture, 
David and his men came home 
to Ziklag to find that it had been 
burned with fire and their wives, 
their sons, and their daughters had 
been taken captive (see 1 Samuel 
30:1–2). Do you wonder why our 
children are gender confused in 
their schools? Why we are now 
having the discussion of murdering 
children even after they are born? 
Why prayer is not allowed in our 
high schools? Why Marxists are 
radicalizing young people in our 
colleges throughout this country?  

It is because the men of God have 
not stood up and been what men  
of God are supposed to be. It is  
not time to let our sons and 
daughters be taken captive by a 
godless agenda that will eventually 
 cause the destruction of our whole 
society. No, it is time for men to 
stand up and declare what the  
Word of God says—unabashedly  
and unashamedly!

The scripture continues, “Now 
David was greatly distressed, for the 
people spoke of stoning him, because 
the soul of all the people was grieved, 
every man for his sons and his 
daughters. But David strengthened 
himself in the Lord his God.  
Then David said to Abiathar  
the priest, Ahimelech’s son,  
‘Please bring the ephod here  
to me’” (1 Samuel 30:6–7). The 
ephod was the garment of prayer 
that priests wore. In other words,  
“I am going back to prayer, and I  
am going to find the will of God.” 

“David inquired of the Lord and 
said, ‘Shall I pursue this troop?  
Shall I overtake them?’ And He 
answered him, ‘Pursue, for you shall 
surely overtake them and without  
fail recover all’” (1 Samuel 30:8).  
So David set off with the six 
hundred men who were with him. 
Eventually, two hundred of them 
were so tired that they could not go 
on, so he continued the pursuit with 
the remaining warriors. God began 
to divinely lead them, and they 
came upon those who had captured 
their sons, their daughters and  
their wives. 

God is causing this 
world to reject you 

as a believer in Jesus 
Christ—which is the 
best thing that could 

ever happen to  
the Church!

Our only hope  
for this nation is a  

spiritual awakening, 
but it will not  

happen without  
men being men.
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“There they were, spread out all over 
the land, eating and drinking and 
dancing, because of the great spoil 
which they had taken from the land 
to the Philistines and from the land 
of Judah. Then David attacked them 
from twilight until the evening of the 
next day. Not a man of them escaped, 
except four hundred young men who 
rode on camels and fled. So David 
recovered all that the Amalekites had 
carried away, and David rescued his 
two wives. And nothing of theirs was 
lacking, either small or great, sons or 
daughters, spoil or anything which 
they had taken from them; David 
recovered all” (1 Samuel 30:16–19). 

One more time, God came in 
supernatural power. Although 
David and his men were vastly 
outnumbered, they were not 
concerned, because they had 
received a word from God. They 
had been in prayer and the Spirit of 
God had come upon them, enabling 
them to courageously fight for their 
families. And they recovered all!

n CALLiNg ALL meN
The prayer of my heart today is, 
“Lord, give us a spiritual awakening 
in this nation. Raise up warriors 
once again—men who are not afraid; 
men who will escape the captivity of 
trying to preserve themselves. Raise 
up men who will run for public 

office or stand in pulpits and speak; 
men who will open the Bible in the 
morning and speak to their families. 
Let the voice of righteous men be 
heard once again in the workplace 
and in our communities.” 

Our only hope for this nation is a 
spiritual awakening, but it will not 
happen without men being men. 
To the men who are reading this 
newsletter: You cannot wait for the 
women to lead it. Yes, they will be 
an essential part; yes, they will be  
in the battle with you. But you 
cannot wait for them to take 
leadership of this. It is time to be  
a man. Take a stand for what is 
right. Be bold and believe God 
for your family, your home, your 
community. That is the call of God 
on your life in this generation. 

As you start to pray, God will begin 
to lead you. And as God leads, 
suddenly you will realize that it is 
not all about preserving yourself, 
your image, your job. As Malachi 
said, you will begin to see children 
all around you who are looking for 
fathers. The promise of God in the 
last days is that if you will stand, 
the hearts of the children will turn 
to you as your hearts turn to them 
(see Malachi 4:6). You will have 
an influence in so many lives that 
it will stun you. God will bring the 
children your way.
 
Remember, all God has ever looked 
for is a voice. Even in Ezekiel’s day, 
He said that the land had become 
so corrupt that “I sought for a man 
among them who would … stand in 
the gap before Me on behalf of the 

land, that I should not destroy it; 
but I found no one” (Ezekiel 22:30). 
Just one man who would stand—that 
was all He was looking for. Sadly, 
He could not find even one. But by 
God’s grace, I hope today that He 
has found you willing to stand—
willing to pray and believe that we 
have the power to take back our 
children, our families, our nation!

 

Carter Conlon
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Take a stand for  
what is right. Be bold 
and believe God for 
your family, your 

home, your community. 
That is the call of  
God on your life in  

this generation.

Remember, all God has 
ever looked for is  

a voice.  
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To learn more about Summit, visit summitpa.org      Join the conversation

New worship soNg ComiNg sooN! 
 
Next month, Summit will release  
its second original worship song  
titled, “Jesus Savior.” The song is  
a celebration of the healing power  
and joy found in Christ’s love. The 
lyrics include a verse that says:

The comfort and the power in Jesus’ name
His love over all our pain
He can take a hard heart and make it sing
Oh, such joy comes flooding in

In June, a group from Summit traveled 
to New York City to film a music video 
for the song. Our goal was to express the 
unbridled joy that comes with knowing 
Jesus. In the video, Trina Spackman, 
class of 2016, dances her way through 
the streets of midtown Manhattan.
 
I caught up with Trina over the phone, 
and asked her what it was like to use 
her talent as a dancer for a project  
like this: 

“While I was at Summit, and even up 
until now, the Lord has been doing 
something in my heart. For me, dance 

is an act of celebration and joy. There 
is a genuine joy in living for Christ 
that turns people’s heads—a joy that is 
pure. You can dance with purity before 
the Lord because dance belongs to the 
Lord. My prayer for this project was, 
‘God let me do this well, because this 
is all yours.’ I am learning to be bold, 
to be unashamed. I want young people 
to know that it’s awesome to outwardly 
express your love for God and to be 
joyful. People will be drawn to that.”

We are in the editing stage now getting 
ready for “Jesus Savior” to make its 
debut in October! You won’t want to 
miss it! 

CArTer CoNLoN
Carter Conlon is senior pastor  
of Times Square Church, where  
he has been on the pastoral  
staff since 1994.

Times sQUAre ChUrCh
Times Square Church was  
founded in 1987 by Pastor  
David Wilkerson, author of  
“The Cross and the Switchblade.” 
It is an interdenominational  
church located in the heart  
of New York City. 

Tel: 
212-541-6300

Fax: 
212-541-6415

Church Location: 
237 West 51st St.
Between Broadway & 8th Ave.

mailing Address: 
Times Square Church
1657 Broadway, 4th Floor
New York, NY 10019

e-mail: 
info@tsc.nyc

weeKLY sCheDULe  oF serViCes

Sunday 10AM | 1PM | 3PM | 6PM  

Tuesday 7PM | Worldwide Prayer Meeting 

Friday 7PM | Young Adults Connect

  Emer ge Event (18–35)  

  Teens Night (1st Friday)

  Small Groups 

  Special Events

Live webcast: 
All our Sunday and Tuesday  
services can be watched live  
and replayed for seven days  
on our website.
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